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The veto is very well done and, I think, is the President's
own work.

He afterwards laid before us a message suggesting
sundry alterations of the Constitution. I was uncomfort-
able while it was being read, for I could perceive it was
a favored bantling which he had prepared with some care.

Seward, at once, and on its conclusion, met the subject
frankly and candidly. Said he made no objection to the
document as an exhibit of the President's own personal
views, but he did object to its giving-out as an Admin-
istration or Cabinet paper. He could readily assent to
some of the propositions, to others he could not, and, as a
general thing, did not admire changes of the fundamental
law. He did not wish the Presidential term lengthened,
nor did he wish there should be a prohibition to reelect.

McCulloch said as a general thing he was against consti-
tutional changes, but thought it well for the President to
present his views. He rather liked extending the term.
Browning had never given the subject much thought, but
was favorably impressed with the suggestions that were
made.

Schofield and Randall said very little. I concurred gen-
erally in the remarks of Seward, but excepted, which he did
not, to the encroachments proposed to be made on the fed-
eration features of our system. I was not for taking away
from the States the single sovereign vote in case there was
no election on the first trial. It was not, I think, the ex-
pectation, when the Constitution was framed, that the elect-
ors would be chosen by the people, but that they would
be appointed by the legislatures of the States respectively.
That feature had proved a failure, however. The legisla-
tures had surrendered the choice of electors to the people,
and I should prefer that the people should vote direct for
the candidates than through the making of an electoral
ticket. If there was no election and the choice went back
to the people, I should, in that event, wish each State to
give one vote and but one vote, whether the State was